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September 10, 2021                                                         What You Otter Know                                    

Note from the Principal 
 

Hello Otter Families! 
 
It is so fun having our kindergarten students on campus this week. They are a kind group and so enthusiastic about 
learning. They are showing respect, making good decisions, solving problems, and showing the “OTTER” way! All 
of our students and staff have been so welcoming to our youngest learners. Thank you families for teaching and 
reinforcing these positive traits in your children. I also want to thank our families for their patience and kindness 
as we navigate processes at pickup and dismissal times. As we continue to practice protocols we are seeing some 
improvements. The smiles, waves, and encouragements from families are greatly appreciated. All in all, it’s been a 
wonderful start to the school year. 
 
Warmly, 
Fritz Gere 
Cedar River Elementary, Principal 

Message From the Dean 
 

Happy Friday Otter Families,  
 
Thank you for your continued patience, grace, and 
understanding as we begin our school year. I have 
always wanted to work in education and this year is 
no different.  Though things often feel hard right 
now, I know we can do hard things together. I ap-
preciate the phone calls and emails, as well as the 
problem solving conversations. I often brag to my 
teaching colleagues from other districts about how 
lucky we are at CRES to partner with the families 
we do.  
 
As we enter our first full week of 2021-2022, I have a few reminders and requests.  

 Please continue to stop at the top of the hill as traffic is directed (this is for the safety of cars, buses and staff).  

 A water bottle is a necessity for your student— we do have water bottles on order for every student but they will not arrive 
for a few weeks. 

 If you are a parent pick up, have your student practice saying their placard number. This expedites the process!  
 
I hope you have a wonderful weekend! I am definitely excited for fall!  
 
Better together,  
Dr. McDaniel  

Counselor’s Corner 
 

Welcome back Otters!!! 
 
It has been so wonderful seeing all the students back on campus.  
This year is very exciting as Kaitlyn Garrison will be completing 
her internship with me this fall.  Kaitlyn currently works at Cedar 
River as a Para Educator so she already knows many of our stu-
dents.   
This week I started teaching Second Step Lessons to first grade.  
These lessons focus on four categories:  Skills for Learning, Em-
pathy, Emotions Management and Problem Solving. I’ve also been 
out at drop off/pick up, lunch and recess to connect with kiddos.  
 
Please feel free to contact me if you need any resources, scholar-
ships or support.   
 
Kalei McKittrick 
CRES Counselor 
kmckittr@tahomasd.us   

 

Meet one of our fantastic STEM teachers! 
 

Please see the other attachment included in 
the email to meet Mrs. Lichtenberger 
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